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SUB J : DATES ANNOUNCED FOR PARTY GENERAL CONFERENCE 

REF: A-26 LUSAKA 

1 . PARTY SECRETARY-GENERAL MAINZA CHONA HAS ANNOUNCED 
THAT THE EIGHTH GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED NATIONAL 
INDEPENDENCE PARTY (UNIP) WILL TAKE PLACE AT MULUNGUSHI ROCK 
NEAR KABWE FROM SEPTEMBER 9 - 12. THE GENERAL CONFERENCE (GC), 

A PRECURSOR TO NATION-WIDE ELECTIONS FOR PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS 
OF PARLIAMENT, IS EXPECTED TO ENDORSE THE NATIONAL COUNCIL'S 
JUNE DECISION TO NOMINATE PRESIDENT KAUNDA AS SOLE PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE. THE SEVERAL THOUSAND DELEGATES TO THE CG WILL ALSO 
SELECT MEMBERS OF THE PARTY'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE TO SERVE FOR 
THE NEXT FIVE YEARS. 

2. COMMENT: WITH THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE PARTY GENERAL CONFERENCE, 
POLITICKING IN ZAMBIA FOR THE UPCOMING GENERAL ELECTIONS WILL 
BEGIN IN EARNEST. WHILE IT IS STILL TECHNICALLY POSSIBLE FOR 
ANOTHER CANDIDATE TO BE PRESENTED TO THE GC, CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROVISIONS MAKE IT HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THERE WILL BE ANY 
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FORMAL OPPOSITION TO KAUNDA (REFAIR). THERE MAY BE SOME CHANGES 
IN THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE. THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
ALSO HAS THE AUTHORITY TO REVIEW OR CHANGE ANY POLICY OF THE 
PARTY WITH THE EXCEPTION OF AMENDING THE PARTY CONSTITUTION. 

WHILE WE WOULD GUESS THAT THERE WILL BE SIGNIFICANT IN-HOUSE 
DEBATE ON ECONOMIC AND FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES, IT WOULD BE 
SURPRISING TO SEE THE GC RECOMMEND OR MANDATE ANY BASIC CHANGE 
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